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Feeling as if the internet is making everyone dumb? I think that sentiment just may
be shared by Vyvyan Evans, who has woven a cyberpunk tale in the tradition of Neal
Stephenson. (Not as good, but who is?)



In her future, nobody learns language any more. Instead, babies are implanted with

translation chips and “stream” language. Any language they choose.

It should have built a utopia. But, of course, it places language itself under the
control of a few corporations who stream language down from their satellites.
Languages they can’t make money from are now extinct...ironically this includes
British English (I don’t quite buy this), which has been completely subsumed into
the American version. Oh, and regional accents will cost you. And it’s illegal not to

have a language chip. So-called “nates” are almost unknown.
This is an inherently cyberpunk concept and of course builds a dystopia.
Then somebody attacks the language satellites.

This is a book that is about over-dependence on technology. When the satellites are
attacked some people (from the cheapest service) lose their language chips
altogether and become out-soc, unable to communicate...or use any technologies.
Others become feral, temporarily cut off from language. And yet a third group are

stuck speaking a random language.

Emyr Morgan, our protagonist, is protected from this. As a Europol agent he, of
course, is connected to a premium, private service not impacted by the outages.

Which are blamed on the Russians.
Spoiler: It’s not the Russians.

This is a very, very well-written book. I question some of the author’s assumptions.
For example, I found it hard to believe that when Wales breaks off from England
everyone there stops speaking English. Teaching Cymry as a first language, yes. Not
talking the most useful trade tongue on the planet? No. With the last name “Evans,”’ I
have to assume this is wishful thinking on the author’s part. He’s from Chester,

which is in England, but Evans is a Welsh name. (Yes, this is a male Vyvyan).

But people becoming dependent on language streaming as a general concept is
scarily plausible...and could easily have been prevented, of course, by only chipping
people when they reach the age of, say, twelve. But that wouldn’t have given the

corporations control over language.

(Similar concepts exist in A.I. Jiang’s wonderful short story “Give Me English”).



I enjoyed this book. If you are into cyberpunk dystopias, this is a well written take
on the topic. If you love technology, you might find Evans’ take just a little too anti-

internet.

It’s the first book in a series, so I forgive the otherwise...iffy...ending. (It's not as
bleak as the last book I read, but it’s bleak). If something happens after that then it’s

not as...well, let’s just say some really bad things happen to poor Emyr.
Recommended for cyberpunk fans.

Disclaimer: I received a free copy of this book for review and award consideration

purposes.
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Was King James | Really Gay?

Historians love to talk about King James | of England being gay as they come...but was he?
What do the history books really say?
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And Then There Were None and the Racism of Agatha Christie



Does the original title of the book put Christie in the same class as Lovecraft?
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Review: Babel or the Necessity of Violence by R.F. Kuang

Unique magic, gaslight colonialism, and a darker tone.
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The Tiffany Problem—When History Makes No Sense

It’s referred to as the “Tiffany problem,” and it’s when somebody writing historical fiction does
something that is well-researched and...
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This Is Why You Can’t Wait Until Later

At 6:45pm on Wednesday, April 23rd, 2014, | got an email from my friend Seth Roberts, the
pioneering and peerless scientist.
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If You Want to Be a Creator, Delete All (But Two) Social Media Platforms



In October 2022, during the whole Elon Musk debacle, I finally deleted Twitter from my phone.
Around the same time, | also logged out of...
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Must-Read Books For Radical Thinkers

Important books in tumultuous times
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The Skinny Girl Has Feelings Too

We must stop feeding into this cultural idea that there is only one standard of beauty for
women
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Jesus Is A Sinner Who Will Suffer For Eternity



Jesus will be going to hell with the rest of us
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Could Supernatural Agents be Disguised as Natural Processes?

As we are to ants, what might a superhuman intelligence be to us?
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